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IMPERFECT INSTRUMENTS 
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To all of us times come when we 
are diagusted with ourselves and our 
Own poor performances. Perhaps we 
have come into contact with someone 
who can do the very thines we are 
doing much better than we do them. 
Perhaps something into which we 
have pat our best hes proved a 
disappointment. Perhaps we have 
time enough to compare our achieve- 
ments with the ideals we held when 
** arted our work. Whatever the 
use there comes a rush of disguet 
as has carried some to despair. 


to Yet we will not despair. In our 
rerkest moment we still sce some 
nt. There is a voice which calls 
me out of the mood of deepondency. 


Man, what is this and why art 
thou despairing, 

God shall forgive all bat thy 
despair.’’ 

That cannot be the mood in which 
to live. De profundis oro Te. 


Was it, I wonder, out of the 
experience or recollection of such a 
mood that Pau! wrote the last half of 
the fourth chapter of Second Corin- 
thians? The circumstances of life 
bad proved to be almost too much for 
him. The experience is one for 
which no term is adequate but 
death — always delivered unto death.“ 
That is a pretty terrible experience 
for a highly sensitive spirit euch as 
Paul’s. He puts, it in more concrete 
language still, pressed on every 
side... perplexed... .pursued....smitten 
down.” The sense of failure seems 
fairly complete, does it not? But 
after each phrase follows a qualifying 
one to indicate that he has not given 


way altogether, there is still some 
ground of hope. It may be that he 
almost wished at times that the blow 
would fall and that the quivering 
body might be relieved of further 
suffering, the tender spirit might be 
caught away to be with Chri.t 
which ie far better. But no. The 
reinforcement is given—' ‘Though our 
outward man is decaying, yet our 
inward man is renewed day by day. 
Something is happening in the soul of 
Paul which enables him to triumph 
over this moda. In its worst phase 
he is able to interpret it as dying 
with Jesus He hae seen that even 
His Master was tempted to give it 
all up, that even He faced failure 
and the disappointment of Hise hopes. 
In hie bitterest moments Paul finds 
his closest sense of intimacy with the 
Saviour. 


Even here, however, our doubting 
spirit may stop to ask a question. 
After all Jesus could never charge 
Himself with failure. He, could, 
with quiet assurance, say, I seek 
not mine own will but the will of 
Him that sent me.’’ He had a clear 
conscience and none could accuse 
Him of mistake or sin. But how 
different are wel It is just because 
we feel that we may have made 
mistakes, must, indeed, have made 
many; it is just because we know our 
motives have been mixed; it is just 
because we can see where something 
might have been done differently, 
that our self-accusation will not be 
stilled. If the failure were all on the 
side of self-willed men and women 
and circumstances beyond our control, 
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on with 
how easy it would be to gh lack! 


the quiet confidence we no 


We turn back to the 
have been considering at starts out 
that the whole arguimen perfect 
with the recognition of im“ in earthen 

We have this trea-urey] forget his 
vess ls. Never did Pavind sin. He 
own human weakn es des that the 
glori'd in his weakn?/-h¢ rest upon 
strength of Christ mig if the chief of 
him. He styled bims nt was imper- 
sinvers. Tho instrum he very well 
fect, how imperfect % he did not 


knew. But even sd.rfections of the 


despair. In the he opportunity 
instrument he aw that the exel- 


for the great Worke may be of God 
lenoy of the power” 
and not of oursel ve: no period when 


We are living ita is rife in every 
destructive criticis@ in the affairs of 
d pertinent of life ter another of the 
State we sos One a come forward as 
men who have „ merciless attack 
leaders expose! f- \.ter caste them 
which Sooner 0 never again ts be 
down aid away oe- ~- Even in 
ured by the Chin, such 

ttitule. It is %%% enough to 

.od fault. The perfect man or the 
perfect organization sre alike un- 
koown. lhere is much leew difficulty 
ja diecowering the failure than in 
produc ng the alternative whieh will 
be tree from the like or similar 
imper!+ctions. 


Is it not lear that God is always 
using imperfect iostr ments, even 
euch as ourselves? It ia His way of 
working in this sage. Only once in 
history did He havea perfect in-tru- 
ment when He tent His owa Son 
into the world. Ever since, with 
what amazing patience has He been 
doing the best that could be done 
with men of weak faith, of mixed 
motives, of unstable character—men 
like Thomas, Simon the Zealot and 
Peter in each suoceeding generation. 
When we think of ourselves and God’s 
way with us, how oan we be impatient 
with others? 


The moral of it all is surely this, 
that we learn to make the best use 
that can be made of men and organi- 
zations that are manifestly imperfect. 
It is so easy to destroy in the hope 
that the new thing we build will 


have none of the old faults. But it 
will have them or others. It is eo 
easy to disoard a worker because he 
does not come up to the measure we 
have set and choose another man. 
But he too will, in time, reveal his 
weakne*s, God's way is different. 
With infinite patience he tries to use 
even us. There are disappointments 
to Him beyond anything we can 
know. But we are not discarded. 
The branch is purged that it may 
bear more fruit. By our mistakes we 
are led on to do better, because our 
Master is aleo our Friend and i- ever 
at hand to help us and stand by in 
the houre when all men tarn against 
us. 


May we have more love that we 
may % the possibilities more keenly 
than the mistakes. 


“Love was believing, and the best 
is ti nest; 


Love would hope ever, and the 
trust was gain.” 


In this spirit may the Church eet 
an example of the method of progress, 
not by seeking for an impossible 
perfection, but by uring imperfect 
instruments even in God's great work 
of constructing a new Society wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 


HOT, 


THE CHINESE CHURCH AND 
THE PRESENT SITUATION 


Genera! Remarks 


Ever since last October when the 
Nationalist Army advanced to the 
Yangtze Valley, Chinese churches, 
as a whole, have experience! a storm. 
Churches of certain localities had to 
give up services, some Chinese Chris- 
tians were perseciited, missionaries 
were evacuated and the material loss 
was not a small one. The National 
Chrietian Council was constantly re- 
quested by the churches in the 
affected regions to give them guidance 
and help. As writing letters and 
sending printed material has its 
limitations, the plan of sending 
personal representatives of the Council 
to visit these localities was decided 


upon. We have fortunately secured 
leaders from the Anglican, Presby- 
terian, Lutheran, Baptist and other 
churches to give a few months’ time 
to this emergency work. After some 
Special preparation through retreats 
and conferences, these workers were 
sent out to north, south and central 
China, with the purpose of “‘reviving 
Christian faith and developing Chris- 
tian feilowship and to study the 
internal and externa! problems oon- 
fronting the Chinese Christian ohurch- 
es’. ‘The following is an account 
based upon the first letters from these 
workers who star ed out during June. 
From these we have gathered that 
the churches are gaining in spiritual 
power and initiative by their Chr etian 
fellowship in meeting the situation. 
North China is preparing to meet the 
new rituation and will be greatly 
benefited by the experiences of the 
churches in the South. ‘The churches 
of South China are in a period of 
reoon-truction and Central China is. 
on ite way to this stage. The 
churches as a whole are pesing 
through this crisie with courage and 


hope. 
Account of the Work of the 
Visitors 


South China. Rev. Djang Fang 
Secretary of the National Christian 
Council, has touched Hongkong, 
Wuchow, Canton, Swatow, Amoy, 
Tongan and Foochow. Besides meet- 
ing with pas in retreats and in 
conferences under the auspices of the 
various local federations or pastors’ 
unions, he was cordially invited to 
meet with the annual meeting of the 
Divisional Council of Kwangtung the 
Baptist and Presbyterian Synods, the 
summer conference of North K wang- 
tung and the Church of Christ Synod, 
South Fukien, held in Tongan. He 
was invited to meet the missionaries 
in Kuliang. Wherever he went 
church leaders and Christians cor- 
dially welcomed him and the message 
of the National Christian Counoil. 
In this time of trial and uncertainty 
the spirit of the churches there is one 
of forward looking. A fuller account 
of this will be found elsewhere in the 
Bulletin. 


Central China. In Anhwei the 
Wuhu Christian Council has under- 
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taken the work of the visitation. A 
Committee of seven was Organized and 
the plan was already made for sending 
workers after a retreat, with our 
representative— Rev. Kobin Chen, 
who was with us in Shanghai fur the 
preparation of this deputation work. 
in Kiangsi the visiting bend of Bivia, 
Hunan is canvassing and visiting, 
especially towns and villages in the 
east, west, south aud north of the 
province, under the leadeiship of 
Rev. Hsiao Moh-kwang. Here w an 
extract irom a le ter from the 
China Inland Mission church in 
Fengshiang of Yiikau: “We were 
greatly biewed by the deputation 
from the Nationa! Chri ian Council, 
sounding to us the call fir Christ's 
Way of lite and the message in this 
time of change. We got great help 
through the retreat and the general 
Christian gathering. Since lat year 
we were not able to hold any se: vices 
in the Church; the furniture and 
premises of the Church were all 
damaged and we had to worship 
quietly in Christian families. Alter 
storm was over, the Christians 
ried their own household furni- 
ture to the Church to make it porsible 
to bold common wor-hip. Our pastor 
receives no support from the mi-sions 
pow and so we combined the efforts 
of the churches around here to provide 
for his salary. ‘The loses of Christian 
membership is about one-third, bat 
we stand fast in the Lord as ever 


The China Inland Mission church 
* Yuenchow which has fifty-six out- 


‘ dations was held very well together 


by Rev. Ou Yang-en, as reported by 
our visitor, Mr. Hsiao Yii-chen. The 
church and school suffered from the 
anti-Christian student agitation, but 
the community is very friendly to the 
church, and this difficulty passed in 
a comparatively short time, due to 
both the devotional life of the Chris- 
tians and the calmness of the Christian 
leader during the stormy period. 


The responsibility has been trans- 
ferred from the mission to a committee 
of the Chine-e Church. They are 
aiming to make their church self- 
supporting, self-governing and self- 
propagating. 


Very encouraging news has been 
received from Honan about the visita- 
tion work. The Church is enjoying 
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comparative peace. There was an 
Ail-Honan Christian Conference in 
Chenychow, attended by Anglican, 
Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, (hina 
Inland Miss.on and other churches. 
Our representatives, kev. H. C. long 
and Rev. EK. 8. Yu, had a most belpful 
time with the leaders of that ce. 
A tuiler uccount of this will be ound 
in the ar.icle “Churches in Honan 
Enjoy Peace in this number of the 
Bulletin. 


Rev. Nga Nien ban is visiting the 
Lutheran field of Honan. We have 
already received a Itter of appr cia- 
tion from Linru regaiding the visit 
from the Councils representatire. 


According to the original plan the 
visiting of the chuiches in Hunan 
and Hupeh was entrusted to the 
Council members in Wuhan. When 
Rev. Heiao Moh-kwang went to 
Hankow, Bishop Roos called a no ect- 
ing of the Coune:] members and it was 
decided to send Kev. 8. C. Hwang to 
viet Hunan. As Rer. 5. C. Hwang 
had urgent work to attend to in Han- 
kow his visit was postponed, but he is 
now on hie way. Mr. Heiao took the 
opportunity of his return to Chang-ha 
to call a retreat in the Hunan Bible 
Institute which was attended by thirty 
leaders, Christian workers as well as 
laymen. It was felt at the retreat 
that the churches had gained spir.t- 
ually although they had suff. red 
much materia! logs and the members 
even faced death owing to their 
firmness in faith. The soldiers who 
occupied the church premires had all 
been evacuated. While some of the 
Christians feel that compensation 
ought to be given to the church for 
the losses incurred, the general opinion 
is that it ie far better for the Chris- 
tians not to make any claim. 


North China. Rev. K. T. Chung 
met the Christian Federations of 
Peking and ‘Tientsin, the Manchuria 
Presbyterian Synod and the Mission 
Council at Moukden, also the Kast 
Shantung Presbyterian Synod at 
Chefoo. The spirit of these churches 
is one of preparedness. ‘lhe churches 
in various parts are enjoying com- 
parative peace. 

In Manchuria the Chinese Christian 
workers are suffering from a financial 
cri-is, Owing to the depreciation of 
Moukden notes, which are only one- 


tenth of the face value, but the'r 
loyalty to Christ and Church w 
unc: Chinese leadership is 
strong, full of spir.toa! vitality and 
the jelluwship letween mss:oneries 
and Chinese workers predum nats. 


At tiist we boped that Kev. Kiang 
Ming of the Methouikt Church 
in NancLany would visit the interior, 
but owing to the advice of lucal 
friends that plu wee Abandoned end 
he hus done some quiet work 
Chii-tian leaders ouri:ig his in 
Peking. ‘lhe leaders in ‘Jientain ard 
Peking are progressive „ud forward 
in their brenn thevght end the 
movement for unikad eflurt i- ever 
gruwiig, such asthe Fes ng buch 
Federation. In shantong there are 
many cevoted laity giving thei ume 
ami means for the Church. ibe 
independent church movement is 
strong: they are keen for a united 
church. We see the result of the 
spiritual fourslation aid by the y 
mi-sionerh 6 abd aleo in the econom:c 
upiit through the aus 
trial work. 


„% 


Christ the Living Power 


As the Chinese churches are facing 
the vaious problems confronting 
them externally and internally and 
adapting theu.selves to the t me, as 
wel! as etren.thening their own pos- 
tion as to the epecial contribution of 
Christianity present movement, 
we are consciois that Christ is 
amongst us Ide Church is purging 
iteelf. Only thore who know Chr et 
will be able tu stand and we have 
every evidence through the reports of 
these workers that the promise of our 
Lord to be wth us always, even to 
the end of the age, is a livirg ex- 
perience. With Him as a Savior, 
Friend, Teacher and brother, the 
Chinese leaders and Christians will 
not go astray in their future steps. 


kK 


The Churches in Honan Enjoy 
Peace 


(Translation abbreviated) 


Since Mr. Tung Chien-wu came 
among Us as an emergency worker 
from the National Christian Council, 
giving us letters and literature, we 
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have read the material and we under- 
stand the purpose of the emergency 
workers. We are enoouraged by his 
message and etrengthened to go for- 
ward with our work. We hope that 
these notes on the present condition 
of the churches in Honan may be of 
interest to you. 


Before the arrival of the Nationalist 
Army. After the news of the Nanking 
incident we feared that some similar 
evil might befall us here aud were 
Un-ettied in our hearts. The mis- 
#iouaries having been evacuated from 
Honan, the churches were leit in the 
hands of the Chinese Christiane and 
in some cases they were even closed 
by the officials at the request of the 
missionaries. In other Cares mision- 
arice trusted the Chinese leaders 
with the work but teu were unabie to 
give them any money. ihe situation 
was disheartening. Many beame in- 
different aod «ven some of the leaders 
wavered. Nevertheless we believe 
that the Chu bas value and should 
be maintained. 


After the arrivcl of the Nationalia 
Army. At the end of May the Na- 
tional Army arrived at Uhengchow 
and tere was a good deal of fighting 
fur two or three weeks, expecially in 
Northern Honan. East Honan was 
neutral and the conditions there have 
been peaceful right alung. ‘The con- 
d tuna ied inevitably to the testing of 
religious faith, some Delng strengthen- 
6d @ume weakened according to the 
Strength of their religious foun iations. 
Where the persecution and trouble 
were worst not a few suffered. In 
West Honan the armics trampled over 
the country, but General Chang Chi- 
chiang did his utmost to protect the 
chuiches and console the Christians. 
He gave addresses and assured the 
churci.es of their safety. Inthe north 
of the proviuce the Nationalist army 
has recently taken over and there is 
no hikelihood of trouble. The south of 
the province has suffered most. Here 
the soldiers were troublesome and the 
communists took over property and 
per-ecuted the Christians. As the 
Southern Army pressed into Southern 
Honan some communist organizations 
used the opportunity to make trouble, 


but when the Northwest Army arrived 
they gave protection. 


A few churches 
were taken over by the army or by 


special organizations, but all have now 
been returned and order is restored. 


Recent cooperative activities. After 
General Feng’s arrival in Chengchow 
he commissioned Chang Chi-chiang 
and Timothy Jen to represent him in 
speaking to the Christians in Cheng- 
chow and Kaifeng at a conference on 
the 16th of June in the former place. 
They encouraged the Christians 
and many were converted. It was 
agreed to call a meeting of Christians 
from different parte of the province 
which was held from July 2-5. 
General Chiang gave free passes on 
the train to tho-e who were attending. 
‘The speakers were: Chang Uhi-chiang, 
Pao Shih-chieh, Teng lo-chih, Tung 
Chien-wu and Pu NHua-jen. There 
were a bundred and sixty-tive delegates 
from twenty-three places. i hey 
represented the folluwing churches: 
Chinal nland Mission, Baptist, Canadian 
Anglican, independent, Lutheran, 
American Free Methodist, ete. ‘The 
result was very encouraging and we 
left the meeting enriched in spirit and 
with p-ace in our hearts, prepared to 
face the difficult situation with fresh 
strength. 


The Rev. Tung Chien-wu has re- 
ported to us on the condition in other 
churches and spoken on behalf of the 
N. C. C. Many questions were answered 
by the Kev. C. W. lung and he told 
us of the emergency workers rent w 
other places. Surely as a result of 
this a hundred and sixty additional 
emergency workers have gone wut to 
the various places working in coopera- 
tion for the same end. 


K. S. Yui, 
St. An lrew's, Kaifeng, 
July 10, 1927. 


Rural Evangelistic Band 


Word has also come to the office of 
very successful work by the Huping 
Rural Preaching Band. The Band 
consists of eight members and reports 
much blessing in the work undertaken 
during the early part of this year. 
They report having met with opposi- 
tion, especially from illiterate people 
who know comparatively little of 
Christianity but who are nevertheless 
prepared to argue against it. By 


giving testimony of the power of God 
in their own lives and by continued 
witness for Christ they have seen many 
results during the last few months, 
though no doubt many of those who 
have listened are only at the beginning 
of their Christian life. The leader of 
the band writes with great hope and 
asks for the prayers of Christians 
everywhere that the work may go 
forward in the hearts of those who 
have been reached. It wil! surely be 
a matter of thankfulness to knew that 
during these difficult times not only 
in one but in many places the 
evangelistic work of the Church is 
being carried on by Chinese who are 
not afraid when the opposition 
develops to witness a good confession 
for Christ. 


CHRISTIANIZING ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS. 


The long-anticipated conference Qn 


thie subject was held in Shanghai 
August 18 28, and has just coneluded 
ite seasions as this Bulletin goes to 
press. The full report of the proceed- 
ings will be i-sued as soon as pos-ib'e 
and next number of Christian In- 
dustry will vive many more detaile 
than can be supplied here. Readers 
are urged to secure copes of these. 
In the meantime u few notes on the 
conference and some estimate of ite 
significat.ce may not be out of place 
and muy serve to whet the appetite 
for more. 


This is the first time that any such 
conference has been held in Chins. 
It brought together over fifty men 
and women, mostly Chinese, who are 
facing varied aspects of China’s in- 
dustrial problem. It was based upon 
accurate information partly in the 
form of special investixations of in- 
dustrial and rura! conditions conduct- 
ed during recent months. It was 
held at a time when China is seething 
with economic ideas good and bad 
and when experiments are being tried 
out on a large scale which are certain 
to influence China’s development for 
years. It combined the discussion of 
detailed problems in both the 
agricultural and industrial fields with 
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consideration of the deeper issues and 


their relation to Christian principles. 
It was marked by an earnest desire to 
know the truth, by fearless thinking 
and speaking, yet it was by no means 
swept away by an ill-considered 
idealism or by the hope of a sudden 
solution of problems that perplex the 
world. it was deeply devotional in 
spirit, bringing to every question the 
touchstone of the teaching and life of 
Jesus; at the same time it was 
severely practical seeing that Hie 
methods must be applied in a world 
which is not ready as yet to call Him 
Lord. 

Those who gathered at Merye re 
School were under no illusion as to 
the salvation of China by legislation 
or by improved economic conditions. 
They began their thinking where all 
Christians must, at the change of 
heart which leads men to renounce 
selfishness and ein and to turn 
towards God and seek the good of 
their fellows. That is to say, there 
was no mere social gospel preached, 
with any idea that society can be 
changed to become the Kingdom of 

save a8 individuals are born of 


‘the Spirit and are enabled to live as 


duns of God. Nevertheless it was 
clearly seen that God's children have 
an urgent duty laid upon them to see 
that others have as good an opportun- 
ity ae themselves, that the economic 
chains are broken and the economic 
burdens lifted—-in fect, that freedom 
may be made an actuality in man’s 
physical life as the natural expression 
of his epiritual enfranchisement. 


The conference method was firet to 
present facts, secondly to discuss 
urgent problems without any resolu- 
tion or voting, thirdly to reach 
findings which had been prepared by 
small groups. The method was 
eminently successful. The full find- 
ings cannot be given here, but we 
have no hesitation in saying that 
when they are perused they will be 
seen to mark a definite stage in clear 
thinking by Chinese Christians on 
these complex issues. That a great 


deal remains to be thought out even 


by such a picked group and still more 
by Christians generally goes without 
saying. But a beginning, a very 
significant beginning, has been made. 


Three main divisions were followed; 


industry, agriculture, social thinking. 


In the first, consideration centred on 
the minimum wage and the principles 
for determining wages, on hours of 
work and rest, child labor and 
women’s labor. The rights of the 
worker were stress d as it was clear 
that the conference stood for these. 
But it realized that a sudden jump to 
ideal conditions, such as an eight-hour 
dey, would dislocate industry and 
make more evile than it cure l. The 
findings therefore claim the rights of 
the worker while advising a gradual 
progress towards their full expression 
in in us trial law and custom. 


In the rural discussions the quest ion 
of tenancy occupied much attention 
and the findings drew attention to 
ways in which the recognized evile in 
the present system uld be lessened 
or removed. The advantages and 
disadvantages of written contracts 
were discussed, and also methods of 
determining a fair rent. Co-operative 
marketing, credit societies and other 
timilar plane were advocated. The 
need for rural workers was stressed 
and it was made clear that there is « 
great opportunity for the rural church 
in giving skilled help and providing 
trustworthy leaders. Increased pro- 
duction is a need even more insistent 
than better distribution and much 
emphasis was laid upon this point. 


The sessions on rocial thinking re- 
vealed a more conservative approach 
to ourrent economic theories than 
some had anticipated. No argument 
wae urged for the abolition of private 
property or the replacement of the 
wage system by any other economic 
plan. The evils of large aggregations 
of private property were clearly 
brought out, es aleo the shortcomings 
of the wage system and the dangers of 
economic competition. But no 
doctrinaire solutions were adopted. 
The challenge to the Church was to 
study the facts and to inquire more 
deeply into their meaning. To makea 
better economic order it was felt that 
step by step the principles of Jesus 
must be applied as a constructive 
criticism is brought to bear upon ex- 
isting evils. 


To summarize these results gives 
but a poor idea of the value of the 
gathering. The group. seemed to find 
itself in its approach to the large 
issues and to the detailed application 


of them. It passed through the stage 
of bewilderment to one of growing 
conviction. It achieved a unity not 
at first apparent. No one can be 
expected to accept all its findings as 
satisfactory, but few can fail to re- 
cognize that they constitute a real 
advance in Chinese Christian think- 
ing. The conference was held in 
Chinese and practically all the find- 
ings were drafted in that language, 
being also translated into English. 
Seldom: has a conference of this type 
been held by Chinese Christians in 
which the Chinese initiative was 
more marked. Nevertheless it waa 
truly international and the foreigners 
who were there were fosed into the 
group, working with their Chinese 
friends to one great end. 


To sum up the outstanding features 
of the gathering we may say:— 


1. It was based on actual infor- 
mation and faced the facts of to-day 
in China. 


2. It avoided mere formulae and 
got down to detail without losing 
sight of principles. 

3. 
through, see {bg ‘honestly to discover 
Christ's way in relation to China’s 
economic development. 


4. It was conetructive while adopt- 
ing frankly critical attitude 
towards evils in the economic system. 


5. It was Chinese and made 3 
determined effort to see the problems 
as Chinas, not simply in the light of 
Western ex perience. 

6. It was business-like, holding 
steadily to the job in hand through 
the hot days of a Shanghai Auguet. 


7. It developed a very deep unity, 
a real achievement when facing such 
complex questions. 


This account must not close with- 
out mentioning the immense help 
given by Mr. Kagawa of Japan who 
gave of his best to us both on the 
devotional and on the practical side. 
His personality has deeply impressed 
us and many must have uttered the 
prayer that such leaders as Kagawa 
may be found for the Chinese Church 
to combine fearless economic thought 
and action with that deep devotion 
and spiritual] insight which are among 
his outstanding characteristics. 

H. T. H. 


— 
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THE CHINESE CHURCHES 
AND OPIUM SUPPRESSION 


A Detailed Pian for Anti-Opium 
Week (Oct. 2nd-8th) 


Elsewhere from both the English 
papers and the Chinese vernacular 
press, the reader will have lesrned 
that the Nationali-t Government 
recently decided on the complete 
prohibition of opium within three 
years. This is quite an unexpected 
response to the petition seut by the 
National Anti-Opium Association of 
China, and we may say, & true 
interpretation of the national con- 
science on this question. In view of 
the difficulties of the young govern- 
ment and the deep roots that the 
opium evil has struck into the fabric 
of Chinese society, thie move ie little 
short of a miracle, The planting of 
the poppy is to be «trictly forbidden 
this year. The traffic in opium is to 
be placed under rigid government 
control. At the end of the first year, 
i.e. 1927-1928, the sale of opium will 
be reduced by one-third; at the end of 
the next year (1920) “nother one- 
third; and by July of the third year 
(1930) it will be brought to an end. 
As toc msumption, a thorough system 
of registration is to be started at ones. 
All addicts under the age of twenty- 
five are to give up the habit uncondi- 
tionally. Those above that age will 
be given amelioration certificates, 
stating the amount of opium they are 
allowed to smoke while breaking off 
the habit on the understanding that 
in three years, the supply of opium 
will be totally stopped. This, in short, 
eummarizes the Government's three 
year policy of opium suppression. 

Whatever be the motive behind this 
astonishing policy, the fact remains 
that the Government has actually set 
a time limit for ending the drug 
traffic, and has decided on the im- 
mediate prohibition of further poppy 
planting. Is this not a good oppor- 
tunity for supporters of the anti-opium 
movement to express their zeal and 
to show their love towards the opium 
addicts? Chinese churches have been 
for the past three years forerunners 
of the movement; is it not time for 


Christian leaders, both Chinese and 


foreign missionaries, to make a de- 


finite plan for using to the utmost the 
Christian organization and other 
resources in helping the Government 
to realize its three-year policy of 
opium suppression? The reader may 
have already thought of some way to 
play his part in the movement; in 
fact many Christians have gone far 
ahead in the new drive; yet a reitera- 
tion here of some of the most effective 
ways by which Chinese churches can 
contribute to the success of the three- 
year policy may not be out of place. 


To begin with, Chri-tian churches 
throughout the country can play a 
leading part in the national Anti- 
Opium Week thie year from October 
2nd to Sth. An outline program has 
been announced by the National 
Anti-Opium Association and the work 
Christian churches can do is as 
follows. 


1. On October ud, the Publicity 
Day, the aim is to arouse a!! classes of 
people to the real state of the opium 
situation and the part the peop'e 
have to fulfil in the Government's 
three-year policy. What can the 
churches do? October 2nd being Sun- 
dty, all churecbes throughout the 
country can use Anti-Opiam Week asa 
text for the days sermon and the dis- 
cussion atthe Endeavor meeting. and 
other Sunday groups. An outline of 
such a sermon, dwelling on the 
relation between the work of the 
churches and the anti-opium move 
ment is under preparation and will 
appear in the Chinese bulletin of 
the National Christian Couneil for 
October. In this way, thousands of 
men, women and children will come to 
a realization of the real situation in 
regard to opium in China, and of their 
part in the nation-wide movement. 


2. October 8rd is the Family Dar, 
the aim being to initiate women and 
children into the anti-opiam move- 
ment. When the family is alive to the 
danger of opium and joins the drive 
aga net it, the drug addict will find 
himself in a new environment, in which 
he will be almost driven to change 
himeelf. Oftentimes, we find women 
addicts, especially in big cities. In 
th is day, the churches can play a good 
part. Every pastor is a personal friend 
of the families in his district. His 
words carry weight. If the churches 
will bold special family meetings on 


this day, and plan an anti-opium 
program for women and children, 
they will do something which no 
other institution is likely to do. 


3. On October 4th, the Students Day. 
the aim is to make an appeal to the 
student olass throughout the country 
so that they also will be ready to fulfil 
their part in the movement. Al- 
though a number of Chr stian schools, 
on account of present conditions, have 
not been as active as before, yet the 
majority f Christian edu-ational 
institutions are left free to run their 
own course. If these Christian schools 
will, through their chapel talks and 
Olace lectures call the attention of the 
students, on this day, to the problem 
of opium and narcotics, they will do 
a wonderful service to the anti-opium 
movement. A deep impression left 
on the mind of a young student isa 
guarentee against the fulure attack of 
the deteriorating drog. And when 
the attention of students is thus 
drawn to a definite field of social 
service, school life is apt to be more 
quiet and wholesome. 


4. October 5th is the Merchants’ Dey, 


There is always a great number « 
church members who are — 
or owners of shops. A «pecial meeting 
in the evening may be planned, to 
whch besides charch members, other 
merchants may be invited. If Chrie- 
tians can bring home to such an 


drugs, the day will be a great success. 
The merchants are the class who have 
first-hand knowledge about opium 
conditions in the place. When they 
become active in the movement, a 
move will be made to close narcotic 
shops. In all these endeavors the 
personal factor counts more than any- 
thing else. The Christian leader of a 
logality can exert a great deal of 
personal influence, and the merchants 
have their friends to whom they can 
speak. 


5. October 6th ia devoted to the 
Farmers and Laborers. 
formerly compe'led to plant the poppy. 
Laborers suffer most from the drug 
traffic when they become addicted. 
They all need more education in the 
matter. Again, who are the friends 
of this class of ignorant people unless 
it be the untiring pastors? If these 
messengers of the Gospel will carry 


audience the evil of trading in narcotie 


Farmers were 
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with them the message of Anti-Opium 
Week, they will bring new light to the 
life of many and give them courage to 
fight against the planting of the poppy 
and to change their habits. Besides 
persona! visits, a special meeting may 
also be planned for them. 

6. October 7th may be called 
Legislation Day or Law-En‘oreement 
Day. On thie day an appeal will be 
made to all those connected with 
Government institutions, especially 
officials, both civil and military. 
China has very strict laws against 
sere of and traffickers in narcotic 
drugs. Our work is to tee that there 
laws are enforced. The most effective 
way of doing this is to urge the 
administrators of the law to be diligent 
in their} band to et a good example. 
The churches are usually on good 
terms with officials, high and low. 
They will often welcowe suggestions 
and reoommendat ons from Christian 
quarter. Many Kuomingtang men 
are themselves church members. If 
the churohes will only try, they can 
aleo make a noteworthy contribution to 
the enforcement of opium suppression 
i? October 8h ia the last day, called 

International Day, because on that 
day, we wish our people to underetand 
that opium is a world problem, and 
that while we plunge ourselves into 
the movement, we are doing at the 
game time a creat s rvies to the world. 
Besides, we want to secure the support 
of foreign frien le, too. Every year, 
thousands of ounces of narcotic drugs 
and tens of tons of opium come from 
foreign countries through illic t chan- 
nele. Foreign friends cin help a great 
deal if they will help to check this 
emuggling of foreign narcotics. In 
this the churches can accomplish 
much. Chinese churches are neces- 
sarily connected with foreign churches. 
If they will send a message to their 
foreign cousins, the Internationa! Day 
of the Anti-Opium Week will not be 
named in vain. It is aleo designed in 
the program for the Week to hold 
anti-opium mass meetings in all parts 
of the country, so that all classes of 
people who have severally played their 
part in the Week may now join in a 
united campaign against the opium 
evil. 

In this way, the Chinese churches 
in the case of the Anti-Opium Week, 


as in many other matters, will lead 
the people towards the way of national 
reconstruction. The Anti-Opium Week 
is a great event in the history of the 
anti-opiam movement and is to be an 
important factor in the three-year 
policy of suppression. In makirg the 
Week a success, the Chinese churches 
will have done the cause a memorable 
service. 

As to the material for the observance 
of the Week, the National Anti-Opium 
Association has, besides tracts and 
illustrative posters (at 40 ots per 10 
copies and $3.50 per hundred poetpaid) 
prepared a epecial number of its 
monthly, No. 14, in which detailed 
methods fur each day and outlines of 
especial appeals aye arranged in the 
moet art stic way. It is to be sold at 
the cheapest possible price of ten 
cents, and will be obtainable sometime 
before October. 


Besides taking an active part in the 
Anti-Opium Week Chinese churches 
can further help to realize the three- 
year policy of opium suppression 
along the lines of inrestigation, anti- 
opium education, acd creating wrong 
public opinion. Opium being one of the 
most difficult problems of the world, 
we Can never give up the struggle even 
if the Government ie powerful and 
efficient enough to put a complete 
embargo on the traffic Inetead, we 
should always try our best to reveal 
the secrete of drug traffickers, and 


make it impossible for them to indulge 


in their craving for money. 8 the 
work of investigation can never be too 
much emphasized. Since churches 
are scattered throogh all parte of the 
country, they can do much more in the 
work of investigation than any other 
institution. Again no law is more 
powerful than education. To end the 
traffic in and the consumption of 
opium in the world, we will have to 
depend upon the efficacy of anti-opium 
education. The churches, with their 
chapels and schools, will never lack a 
chance to diffuse the knowledge of the 
opium evil. As to public opinion, we 
can count upon true Christians to hold 
fast the teaching of Christ and sand 
firm against both the planting of the 
poppy and the trafficinthedrug. The 
churches, if they try, will serve well 
as the generators of a formidable public 
opinion against betrayers of the nation- 
al conscience. This, in a general way, 


indicates how the Chinese churches, 
besides observing Anti-Opium Week, 
can play their part in the movement 
for the total suppression of opium 
within three years. 


Is it the business of the churches, 
one may question, to take +o much 
interest in the national anti-opium 
movement? Why, certainly yee! If it 
is the purpose of the church to purge 
the world of sins, then it must one 
day face the mighty opium, for it is 
the cause of almost all kinds cf sine: 
greed, theft, killing, adultery and 
what not! We make bold to eay that 
40 long as opium has ite place under 
the sun, the long-dreamed of Kingdom 
of God will never appear on this planet. 
Furthermore, the Chinese churches 
have now come to a period when they 
must struggle hard for their existence. 
What oan Lest serve to preverve and 
strenathen such an inet tution as the 
Church? Certainly it is not force, 
political or economic; such force will 
only lower its real significance. Nor 
can it be craft and opportunism: this 
would not last long. The only test is 


real usefulness. Since opium is pla ing 


under bondal’? bing is more 
ful and helpful than to free these euf- 
fering addiote from the drug influence 
and to educate the coming generation 
against the harm cof the opium evil. 
In the end, not only the nation will 
be strengthened but the Church iteelf 
will come out many times stronger 
and more useful then ever. So let us 
unite together and throw in our lot 
with the national anti-opium move 
ment and make it one of our chief 
purposes to help realize the Govern- 
ment’s three-year policy of opium 
suppression. 
K. T. C. 


September let, 1927. 
Anti-Narootic Committee. 


PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
JERUSALEM MEETING OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY 

COUNCIL 
Nineteen of the twenty delegates 


chosen to represent China at the 
Jerusalem Meeting of the Internation- 
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T. C. Bau, Hangchow, Che. 

T. C. Chao, Peking 

C. v. Cheng, Shanghai 

Mra. C. C. Chen, Shanghai 

Marcus Cheng, Saratei, Mongolia 
Donald Fay, Chengtu, 5ze. 

W. H Gow, Mukd-n 

Z. TI. Kaung, Shanghai 

T. Z. Koo, Shanghai 

T. L. |i, Tsinan, Sung. 

Y. 8. Tom, Canton, Tang. 

Mies P. S. Teeng, Changsha, Han. 
Francois Wei, Wuchang, Hup. 
David Yui, Shanghai 

J. A. O. Gotteberg, Changsha, Hun 
Mise C. J. Lambert, Foochow 

K. C. Lobenstine, Shanghai 

Mi-s L. Miner, Teinan, Sung. 

K. W. Wallace, Shanghai. 


The work in preparation for the 
meeting is well begun. The delegate 
are making special study 
of the subjrote to be discureed at the 
meeting. Groups bave been organized 
in various centres for the same 
purpose. Rev. Djarg Fang. a+ secre- 
Christian 
Council, has recently visited a num- 
ber of points in South China and 
has awakened much interest in groups 
of Chinese Christians. Study groups 
have ken organized at Foochow, 
Ku lang, Amoy, Swatow, Hongkong, 
Canton ani Wochow. A subscription 
has been started among the churches 
in South China to help defray the 
expenses of the Chinese delegates to 
the Jerusalem Meeting. In North 
China arrangements have been made 
for groupe at Tsingtao, Teinan, 
Mul den, and Saratsi in Mongolia. 
Mr. Djang is planning to make a trip 
to North China in the near future for 
the organization of other groups. In 
Shanghai, three conference groups 
have given special! attention to one or 
more of the topics to be discussed at 
Jerutalem. Early in the year several 
days were spent studying the problem 
of the relation between the younger 
and older churches. Some weeks 
later another conference gave careful 
study to the question of religious 
education. Recently the Industrial 
Conference, which is reported else- 
where in this issue, paseed findings to 
be submitted to the Jerusalem Meet - 


8 

— 
al Missionary Council have accepted ing. The results from these various No resolutions were even pr. sented — 
their nomination. They are as study groups are to be brought still lees, noted on and passed. The 
follows: together to form a statement repre- Institute does not plan to put forward 


senting the present mind of the 
Chinese Christian Church. 


In addition to this group study a 
number of individuals have been 
asked for special memoranda on one 
or more of these topics. Some replies 
have already been reovived and others 
are expected. Il of this material, in 
addition to various statements re- 
oeived from the central office of the 
International Missionary Council, is 
being issued both in English and 
Chinese in order to make it ava lable 
for use in the Chinese churches. The 
National Christian Council is ready 
to furnish material and any assistance 
possible to any group desiring to help 
in preparation for the Jerusalem 
Meeting. 


THE PACIFIC INSTITUTE— 
HONOLULU 


When the Y. M. C. A. several years 
ago began to plan for a conference in 
Honolulu to discuss Pacific relations, 
they little dreamed to what dimen- 
sions the idea would grow. Now, as 
a result of this plan, the Institute of 
Pacifie Relations has come into exis 
tence, with national organizations in 
seven countries, with a secretariat 
and research department and with 
a considerable output of literature 
already to ite credit. The second 
general conference was held July 15- 
28, 1927, and was attended by about 
150 duly appointed men and women. 
Among these were leaders in educa- 
tional thought, such as Dr. Kilpatrick 
and Dr. Mon:oe; men of affairs such 
as Sir Arthur Currie and Sir Frederick 
Whyte (recently President of the Na- 
tional Assembly in India); Christian 
leaders such as Dr. David Yui, Dr. T. Z. 
Koo and Mr. Saito, of Japan; business 
men; mis-ionaries; writers like Mr. 
Chester Rowell ard Mr. Jo-hua Bau; 
and others with special knowledge of 
various aspects of Pacific questions. 
The group that gathered in Honolulu 
was a striking testimony to the power 
of the idea and to the value set by 
such perhaps upon the unique oppor- 
tunity of such a conference, 


not forgotten that the cofsummation 


any policy. It exists to study prob- 
lems with a view to improving pres 
ent relationships. But it expects its 
constructive influence to work through: 
individuals as they embody the ideas 
they gain through the Institute in 
their writings and speeches, in teach- 
ing in echool or college or in directly 
influencing the formation of national 
policies. The Institute believes that 
such a result can be greatly furthered 
by bringing together such a group as 
that which met last July and helping 
them to talk very freely and to work 
towards closer agreements in the in- 
formal discussions of the round 
table. No one is trying to put 
anything over. Each one wants to 
learn and to contribute from his 
knowledge and experience. In this 
spirit real progress ie made in the 
thinking and attitudes of members 
of the group. 


Naturally Chinas international prob- 
lems came to the front in Honolulu. 
There can be no doubt that the whole 
temper of the meeting was . 
tive and sympathetic. 
statements were 
representatives of each country and 
the references to China showed « 
desire to understand the Chinese point 
of view and to eee how it can be met. 
The first three fall days of work were 
devoted entirely to Chines: matters. 
Tariff autonomy, extraterritoriality 
and concessions were the chief subjects 
discussed and in each case it was 
assumed that Chinas sovereign rights 
must be fully recognized while it wae 


of this hope cannot be achieved tefore 
China's national government is estab- 
lished and has authority in the 
country as a whole. 


The discussion covered what might 
be done in two periods before and 
after the point z when China has 
such a government and can take up 
international negotiations in ordinary 
ways. The solutions that may be 
expected after the point z can be 
prepared for by certain unilateral 
action= by China herself and by the 
Powers prior to z. While no agree 
ment was registered by the conference 
(it being contrary to the constitution 
of the Institute to take any such step) 
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it may be said that the persons present 
were practically agreed on the main 
lines of both these sections of the 
problem. At what point z may come 
no one can say and no attempt was 
made to define the point more exactly. 


Readers of the Bulletin will be 
specially interested in hearing about 
the discussion on missions. This also 
was conducted largely by the round 
table method, heading up in a very 
good general meeting when many 
aspects of the problem were spoken 
to by Dr. T. Z. Ko», Dr. Hume, Dr. 
Kilpatrick, Dr. Hodgkin and others. 
Emphasis was laid in these discussions 
on the anoonscious and indirect result 
of miasions in changing the cultural 
practices and ideas in nations to 
which they go and the profound 
consequences: of such changes. The 
question was asked, “Is a country, in 
view of these secondary results, justi- 
fied in excluding or limiting missionary 
work? Some felt that there is no 
difference in theory between the prop- 
agation of religion and communiem, 
while others felt that the elements of 
violence and the minority domination 
favored by the latter marked it as in 
quite a different cass from Christian- 
ity. Nevertheless it was admitted 
that the Christian mi-sionary does 
create real problems for governments 
and that it should be hie aim not 
to make there more difficult than 
necessary. At the same time, when 
it «ame to studying the causes of 
criticism of missions in China today, 
it was apparent that it was not a 
radical tendency and destructive 
effects that were singled out, but 
rather that Christianity is most fre- 
quently condemned because it is not 
revolutionary enough—standing, it is 
felt, for outworn traditions and for a 
conservative point of view. Does this 
mean that Christianity has lost some- 
thing of its ane ent power to turn 
the world upside duwn’’? 


When it came to a discussion of the 
missionary work of the future the 
point was made that we must clearly 
distinguish between the three elements 
of propaganda, education and inqairy 
in any such movement. It was sug- 
gested that the first of these was too 
exclusively used in missionary work 
and that the other two elements must 
take a large place, Even the educa- 
tional work and the research in con- 


nection with missions may be made 
the handmaid of propaganda. Is it 
true that this is a mistake and that 
the true functions—each having its 
own place—should be more clearly 
separated in thought and in action? 


To one whose main work is in the 
field of missions it was a special ratia- 
faction to find how keenly this group 
of men and women tackled thi- ques- 
tion, how eager they were to under- 
stand the problem and how, as they 
did so, the confidence in missionary 
work incresed. One prominent 
member frankly confes-ed conversion 
to missions as a result of the discus 
sions. It was urged that the miasion- 
ary of the future must be one who was 
concerned to remember and express 
not simply the one commirsion of the 
Lord, Go ye into all the world,“ 
bet who would add to this a deeper 
appreciation of these sayings. 


“I am among you as a servant.” 
Ye are my friends.“ 


“The truth shall make you free 
that loveth bis life shal! lose 


These thoughts are of corporate as 
well as of individual appl cation. 


Dr. Fleming threw down a challenge 
to missionaries in his paper on ethical 
standards showing that the too eager 
presentation of the message may lead to 
positions that are felt to be unethical 
by the people to whom the missionary 
goes. in this, as well as in other 
directions, the papers and diroursiors 
of the conference are calculated to 
cause some fresh thinking on the im- 
pact of missions on the culture of the 
Pacific. 


A number of other questions were 
dealt with at Honolulu such as 
immigration, population and food 
supply, international education, in- 
dustrial development in the Pacific 
area. It is not possible to deal in this 
article with each of there questions. 
But in all something was done towards 
Clarifying the issues, discovering 
agreements and disagreements, feeling 
out towards solutions and indicating 
directions where further thought and 
research are needed. It is huped that 
as the Institute develops its work will 
be of such value that every student of 
these problems will want to know 
what it has to offer by way of facts 
and the interpretation of facts. 


No report of the meetings would be 
complete without reference to the 
morning meditations, when men of 
varied creeds and races gathered, 
sometimes in the open air, to ponder 
over some great truth and to present 
themselves to God as members of His 
great family. These wete moments of 
true inspiration, uniting us in silent 
praise and worship. How much they 
contributed towards making Honolulu 
a real piece of human service none can 
say. Certainly they expressed to 
some that deeper unity in the things 
of the epirit that must be discovered 
if we are to find the way to harmony 
in our outward relations. 


H. T. H. 


MEMORANDUM ON 
INDEMNITIES 


(The following memorandum was pre- 
pored as the outcome of the diecuction at 
the Commitee on Inter ational Relations 


of the N. 
n 


as an expre ‘op any final judgment 
on the question but is rather «ntended to 
open up discussion. It will be clear that 
it deals almost exclusively with one arp et 
of thia complez croblem. It is published 
in the Bull-tin in order to open up the 
subject, and the (Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations will be pa: ticularly glad 
to receive comments either by way of 
tal or criticieom. These should be 
addressed to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, Dr. C. L. Hua, 887 Bubbling 
Well Road.) 


Introduction 


As the question of indemnities for 
loss of life and property during the 
present unsettled condition of things 
in China is coming up for discussion 
at the present time, the ‘ ommittee 
on International Relations of the 
National Christian Council feels it to 
be important to present certain aspects 
of this question in order that the 
issues may be clearly defined, and 
faced. 


The Committee apprecates the 
following facts: (1) Ilha there must 
be full liberty of action for each Board 
and indeed for each Mission; (2) that 
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complicated legal questions are in- 
volved, including the relationship of 
the individual to the state and the re- 
lationships of states one to another; 
(2) that in the past no uniformity of 
action has been achieved and that it 
is extremely improbable that uni- 
formity oan be secured at the present 
time. Nevertheless the Committee 
believes that interchange of ex perience 
and opinion is most desirable and that 
it can serve the missionary community 
and the cause of internationa! relations 
by bringing together such experience 
and pointe of view as may seem to 
have weight and to deserve attention. 
The Committee is glad to avai! iteelf 
of the memorandum prepared by Dr. 
Warnshuie under date of May 6th 
which it is reprinting for wider use in 
China. and it hopes that other material 
of a similar nature may be available 
during the next few months. The 
Committee feels that it can serve the 
Christian cause in China by giving 
wide circulation to such material, 
though it does not feel called upon to 
express any critical judgment in 
regard to the material brought to- 


tber and issued in this way. 


The Nature of the issue 


To anyone who has considered the 
problem of indemnities it is clear that 
there are a number of questions which, 
while they interlock one with another, 
can, for purp es of discussion, be fair- 
ly easily separated. In thie discussion 
it will be well to keep in mind the 
following distinctions: (1) The dis- 
tinction between the position of the 
missionary and that of the business 
man; (2) the distinction between 
indemnity for the loss of life and 
indemnity for the destruction of 
property; (3) the distinction between 
the exercise of pressure from without 
to secure indemnity and the voluntary 
offering of such on the part of the 
government or persons responsible for 
the logs;(4)the distinction between the 
action of an individual who may have 
definite family and other respon- 
sibilities and the action of the Board 
or other organization to which he is 
related: (5) the distinction between 

the claim for an indemnity and the 
acceptance of one; (6) the distinction 
between the ethical principles involved 
and the question of legality under 
international law or usage; (7) the 


distinction between the problem as 


between two countries whose interna- 
tional relations are on a reciprocal 
basis and the case of two countries, 
one of which is under the necessity of 
accepting arrangements such as ex- 
traterritoriality. 


Bearing these distinctions in mind, 
the Committee feels that its first duty 
is to attempt to discover whether any 
fundamental Christian or ethical 
principle is involved in regard to the 
whole question of indemnities, and if 
so, how this should be applied in 
regard to the various different kinds of 
cases which arises. A further duty 
resting upon the Committee is to make 
as clear as porsible the actual legal 
position. 


The Christian (Ethical) Princl- 
ples Involved 


The folowing point of view has 
been presented to the Committee 
and in their opinion should be very 
carefully considered by missionaries 
and mission administrators. When 
a Christian missionary comes 
to a country he brings with him « 
message of goodwill ani seeks by 
his character, actions and words to 
commend the Gospel of oar Lord 
Jesus Christ. In the furtherance of 
this project the missionary is likely 
at any time to meet with opposition 
which may involve risks to his person 
or his possessions. Such riske have 
repeatedly b en taken by mie'onarice 
in the past, even to the extent of 
landing unarmed upon cannibal ie- 
lands or devoting themselves to medical 
service where there was every prospect 
of loss of health.or life, and under- 
taking other similar services. The 
very idea of demanding reparation in 
the case of a missionary who, with his 
eyes open, has gone, let us say, to a 
oannibal island, ie unthinkable. The 
missionary has deliberately entered 
upon a service which may prove to 
be successful in the highest degree 
and involve a complete change in the 
lives of the persons to whom he goes, 
but which may, on the other hand 
end in what looks like failure. The 
conditions of success, however, are 
that the mixsionary should take freely 


out of a spirit of goodwill the risks 
involved. 


When a missionary comes to China 
the situation is not exactly parallel 
because he comes to a country which 
has entered into treaty relati ns with 
other nations and which has under- 
taken certain obligations in regard to 
the life and property of foreigners; 
and the question has frequently been 
raised as to whether under these 
circumstances the missionary ought 
not to claim the rights which have 
been accorded to him asa national of 
his own country under the treaties 
made with China. The fact that 
these treaties are at the moment under 
divoussion and have been severely 
criticized may, as a matter of ex- 
pediency, influence the missionary’s 
decision, but it ie doubtfal whether 
it would be regarded as influenciog 
the ethical principle involved. It is 
clear that, in the event of reparations 
being claimed and exacted, the 
persons on whom the burden falls 
will in most cases not be the same 
as those who have been primarily 
guilty of the offense. This matter also 
should be borne in mind, though it 
may not be considered as infil 
the fundamental principle. The poin 
here claimed is that, in spite of the” 
various considerations that might 6 
urged as rightly influene ng the action 
of the governments concerned, or 
busine men, the missionary is the 
representative of a goepel the very 
nature of which is that we are called 
upon to be prepared to surrender our 
richts in the interests of a larger 
good. It is submitted that the 
Christian Gospel is rooted in the 
supreme act whereby our Lord Him- 
self surrendered His rights freely and 
accepted in His own person the con- 
sequences of the evil which was 
turned against Him. If the way of 
the cross is to be seen in the missionary 
movement, is it not clear that the 
missionary will often be called upon 
to show what seems like a carelessness 
for lega! or other richts, accepting in 
himself and in his property those 
losses which are involved in the carry- 
ing on.of his work in preference to 
claiming his rights and traneferring 
the lo-sea, as far as may be pos-ible, to 
other person-? If this is the nature 
of the ethical p.inciple involved for 
the Christian conscience, what about 
the relation of the missionary to those 


who are dependent upon him for 
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support and education and what about 
the relation of the Christian Gospel 
to those principles of law and order 
which seem to be essential to the 
maintenance of human society in any 
satisfactory way? 


The position here taken is that the 
missionary society or the church at 
home which sends out the missionary 
should fully accept the responsibility 
involved in the risks which may be 
taken by the miesionary. In the event 
of his loss of life, the church has a 
duty to see that his dependents are 
cared for Whether the missionary 
puts in any claim to his mission or 
not, it would seem to be the duty of 
the church to make sure that com- 
pensation is offered to the missionary 
in the case of property ones. In the 
event of a missionary feeling it to be 
right to make such a claim upon the 
vorn mont of a country in whien the 
has been suffered or upon the 
community, it is «ubmitted that he 
should be prepared to waive his rights 


in view of the position taken by the 
board 


which in the name of the 
church should accept the full reepon- 
sibility rather than claim even what it 
has a legal right o claim. While it 
may be quite right for the missionary 
himeelf to accept risks to life and 
property involved in the preaching 
of the Gospel, it would seem that he 
is not simply to be regarded as an 
isolated individual. He is the repre- 
sentative of the Christian group a8 4 
whole, and that part of the Christian 
group to which he is particularly 
related should recognize this respon- 
sibility in the event of a lors incurred 
in the course of that which he is doing 
on their beh If. 


In regard to the second point, it 
is freely admitted that the Christian 
Church in any country should stand 
for the principles of law and order and 
that the normal Christian attitude is 
the support of the government under 
which Christians live. It will, at the 
same time be generally recognized that 
there are occasions when the Christian 
conscience is not able fully to support 
the authorities of the state. This 
general position with the recognition 
of exceptions has been taken from the 
earliest days of the Christian Church. 
In the class of cases here considered 
it is not simply a question of support- 


ing the principles of law and order 
within the particular state to which 
the individual belongs. The issue is 
greatly complicated by the considera- 
tion that in such cases the insistence 
upon provisions calculated to maintain 
law and order would be made by one 
government upon another and possibly 
in such a way as to prejudice the 
nationals of the former government in 
the eyes of the nationals of the land. 
It is submitted that the missio boards 
in their general policy should not 
impede a government in the carrying 
out of any steps which it regards as 
necessary forthe maintenance of law 
and order among its own subjects; 
but that where those steps involve 
activities on the part of one govern- 
ment in relation to another. there 
may well be cases where the mies on 
hoard would at any rate definitely 
dissociate itself from the actions taken 
or at least would not fe | iteelf able to 
profit by the result of any such action 
even where serious des have been 
incurred. 


If the general pos tion stated above 
is admitted, it would seem that the 
mission could only accept indemnities 
if they were freely offered by the 
oommunity responsible for the loss, 
not if they were given as a result 
of political or other pressure by the 
state to which the mirsionary belong. 
In the event of indemnities being 
freely offered, it is suggested that 
these should only cover reparation for 
actu | loss of property, and that lives 
which have been lost in the course of 
missionary work should not be regard- 
ed as subj ot for any financial adjust 
ment, the mission board and church 
accepting the entire responsibilities as 
indicated above. 


MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES 


Under the auspices of the National 
Christian Council, Rev. Djang Fang 
made a trip to Hongkong, Canton, Wu- 
chow, Swatow, Amoy, Chuanchow and 
Foochow. He had the opportunity of 
attending four regular summer con e:- 
ences and six pastors’ retre its besides 
a few other young people’s meetings. 
It was an inspiration to him to see 
there those Christian activities which 


were engaged in by the devoted Chrie- 
tian workers, Chinese as well as 
foreign friends. It gave him some 
encouragement to see those churches, 
whch had passed through bitter 
experiences, still standing firm in their 
faith. Of course, many Christians 
have weakened in their Christian 
faith, while on the other hand many 
Christians, young and old, men and 
women, are taking more responsibility. 
in the work of the Christian Church. 
The Church, 60 far as economic and 
financial conditions are concerned, is 
very well equipped, but if it can unite 
for one purpose, it can do much better 
work. The only regret he had from 
thie trip was that no thorough 
preparation was made beforehand. 
The difference of the dialect caused 
some difficulties too. However, he 
was exceedingly appreciative of the 
hearty welcome of the friends and the 
churches of the South. 


Rer. K. T. Chung let Shanghai 
on August twentieth for a trip to 
Manchuria in the intereste of the 
National Christian Counéi!l. From 
August twenty-fifth to the twenty- 


ninth he . “ tele 
Annual ve 0 the 
churches in Manchuria at Fenghwang- 
cheng. Following this meeting, he 
was to visit Harbin, Moukden and 
Dairen for a few days each, returning 
to Shanghai on September seven- 
teenth. 


GREETINGS 


World Allience 
Resolution on China 


Agreed to by the Manogement Committee 
of the World Alliance for Promoting 
International Friendship Throwgh the 
Churches at its Meeting in Constance 
on July 291h, 1927. 


We desire to thank the Council of 
China for sending Pr. Lew as their 
representative to the meeting of the 
Management Committee at Constance. 
His statement of t! e a: pirations of the 
Chinese people, of their difficulties, 
and their trials deeply moved all pre- 
sent at the meeting and we propose to 
print his address and circulate it 


: ye 
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among the members of the World 
Alliance 


We desire to express to the Chinese 
Council, and through it to the people 
of China, our deep and full sympathy 
in their preeent struggle for national 
unity, sound and fair economic con- 
ditio: s for all their people, freedom 
from external interference and domi- 
nation, and a status of full equality 
for China in the family of nations. 


With euch aime, trae Christianity 
has ever been, and must always be in 
barmony: and we declare our convic- 
tion that in desiring these ends our 
Christian brothers in China are in 
full accord with the spirit and ideals 
of the Christian faith. 


We confe with shame and sorrow 
that the intercourse of western nations 
and governments with China bas been 
0 frequently and so largely character- 
ised by un-Christian motives and 
methods of self-cecking, violence, and 
disregard of right and justice, that 
many in China have not unnaturally 
come to associate the very name of 
Chri-tianity with foreign aggression, 
exploitation, aml injostige. We call 
upon all nations governments 
baving interests in China or dealings 
with China at the present time to do 
away with thie reproach by just and 
generous dealing; and, by patience, 
consideratenes:, frank and full encour- 
agement of the natura! and rightful 
desires of the Chinese for unity, free- 
dom, and equality, and readiness to 
do away with all unequal! treaties and 
privileges at the earliest practicable 
date, to make the words Western 
Civilization” a term of honor in China 
and among all the peoples of the East. 

We promise our brothers in China 
to exert our utmost influence, in our 
respective nations, for the adoption 
and maintensnce of such policies. 


We fervently pray that our Chris- 
tian brothers in China may be enabled 
by the grace of God to commend their 
faith and ours in this trying time. 


Irish Christian Fellowship 
To The National Chri t'an Council: 


This Conference of the Irish Chris- 
tian Fellowship ineeting in Portrush, 
May 27-30, expresses its sympathy 
with the national desire ot China for 


com plete freedom from foreign control, 
and trusts that Chinese Nationalism 
will develop peacefully, in fellowship 
with all other nationalities towards 
the feleration of the world in a new 
International Cooperative Civilizat‘on. 


Signed: — Helen Campbell, Con- 
ference Secretary. 


Kathleen Huggard, General 
Secretary. 
May 30th 1927. 


THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY 
OF CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


A Statement by President Poling 


(The fo lowing statement has been 
received from President Poling by 


the General Secretary) 


The Officers of the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor have 
read with regret and grave concern 
the statements issued by Rev. Edgar 
K. Strother, General Secretary of 
Christian Endeavor in China, in which 
he criticises the National Christian 
Council and the Young Men's Chrie- 
tian Association, as well as individual 
members of these accredited mission- 
ary enterprises. 


There statements have appeared 
both in newspapers of the Orient 
and in the daily journals of the 
United States; also they form the 
major portion of Mr. Strother’s re- 
cently printed report to the China 
Christian Endeavor Union. 


The right of Mr. Strother to express 
his personal opinion is not questioned; 
but to involve his official connections, 
as he has, seriously misrepresents 
in our unanimous judgment, both the 
spirit of Christian Endeavor and its 
fundamental policy. 


We have deep affection for Secretary 
Strother. We are not unmindful of 
the sacrificial service both he and his 
devoted wife have rendered. We are 
keenly sympathetic with his passion 
for evangelical faith and we are at 
one with his evangelizing fervor, as 
are the friends of Chri-tian Endeavor 
in the Far East. , 

But we cannot make too emphatic 
this repudiation of an assault over 
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the name of a Christian Endeavor 
Secretary upon an agency in China 
which occupies in that greatly troubled 
area of our common Christian en- 
terprise the same relative position 
occupied in the United States by the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. 


Christian Endeavor is a movement 
of fellowship, a central dynamo for 
united action. 


It has no governing functions and 
specifically it does not enter the field 
of theological interpretation. It has 
always recognized the voice of the 
denomination or communion as, under 
God, the voice of authority. 


The thirty-firet International Chris- 
tian Endeavor Convention, which has 
jus concluded its ions in Cleveland, 
Chio, and which braucht together the 


people in 
ment, has endorsed 3 
world evangeliem, world peace and 
world liberty with law. 

To make real the ideals eo eagerly 
accepted by theese thousands of youth, 
we shall go forward ander the leader- 
chip of the Churches. We trust chat 
we shall continue to merit the confi- 
dence and support they have never 
failed to give. 

Daniel A. Poling, 


President, the International Society 
Of Christian Endeavor. 

By the unanimous request of the 
Executive Committee. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


Church end Mission 


Readers of the Bulletin will remem- 
ber that the Standing Committee on 
the Relation of Church and Mission 
has been preparing a considerable 
amount of material to show the pre- 
sent position. Mr. Havermale of the 


Methodist Episcopal Mission has been 
engaged in thi- research and the result 
of it is now in the press. The com- 
pilation begins with an interpretative 
introduction and contains a classified 
etatement of the progress made by the 
various ecclesiastical groups in the 
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direction of full almini trative and 
financial control by Chinese. It is 
hoped that the volume will be ready 
shortly after this Bulletin is issued. 


The Human Factor in Business 


The book with the above title writ- 

ten by Mr. B. Seebohm Rowntree has 
now been fully translated into Chinese 
and was available for the Economic 
Conference, report of which appears 
in our pages. The work has been 
earried out by cooperation between 
the Y. M. ©. A. and the N. C. C. The 
book contains the story of what has 
actually been done in a business where 
the human factor was never forgotten 
and was, in fact, made the prime con- 
erat ion. While, of course, the 
con.titions in Eng'and and China are 
widely different there is much m this 
volume which is sugvestive for the 
carrying on of industry in this oountrys, 
more particularly becaure it shows 
what can be done by individuals of 
goodwill apart from and in advance of 
lation. 
our readers. 
A few copies of the book in English 
are available through the offices of the 
N.C. C. The Chinese can be obtained 
from the Association Press, 20 Museum 
Road. Price 30 cents, péetpaid. 


Truth and Tradition in Buddhism 


Three years ago the Committee on 
Work Among Buddhists appointed by 
the N. C. C. encouraged Dr. Reichelt 
w proceed with the publication of a 
work on Buddhism which embodies 
much of his knowledge and experience 
in this field. The book was originally 
prepared in Norwegian and has also 
appeared in German. The translation 
into English, done by Mrs. Bugge and 
prepared for the press by Mre. Hodg- 
kin, is now available at the very 
moderate price of $3.00 from the 
Commercial Press. ‘The book has 
been found of great service to those 
who have been studying in the 
Emergenoy Schoo! of Chinese Studies 
held during the summer in Shanghai. 
We have heard of its being read keenly 
by many students. It is hoped that 
this book will find a wide circulation, 


Indemnities 
In order to help the responsible 


authorities to face the problem of 


* 


We commend this book 


indemnities in China, Dr. Warnshuis 
collected a considerable amount of 
source material bearing on this sub- 
ject. The Committee on International 
Relations of the N. C. ©. considered 
that this material was of sufficient 
interest at the present time in China 
to print a few copies and these are 
now available. Copies can be obtained 
free from the offices of the National 
Christian Council, 23 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai. 

The Committee on International 
Relations has aleo been giving at en- 
tion to the question of indemnitie 
and a memorandum has been prepared 
on the subject as a result of their 
discussions to which it ie hoped to 
wid further considerations in the light 
of a fuller and more general discussion 
and aleo dealing with other aspect« of 
thie important question. The me- 
morandum appears at an earlier pace 


appreciations of the material present- 
ed therein have reached the N.C. C. 
offices during the last month or two. 
Copies are still available and it is 
hoped that any who are doubtful 
about the work of the Council or who 
are in touch with persone who are 
ignorant or critical will write to the 
office and obtain a copy or copies. It 
is available also in the Chinese 
language. No charge is made for this 
publication. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


Annual Meeting 


October 13-20 will again be the 
date of the Annual Meeting of the 
National Christian Council. It was 
not found possible or desirable to 
bring people together in Shanghai in 
May, so that a full year will have 
elapsed between the last meeting and 
this one. It is expected that the 
discussions will concentrate largely 
on the questions which are to come 
up at the Jerusalem Meeting of the 
International Missionary Council, all 


of which are of very great importance 
to the life of the Church in China, 
and that in addition to this there will 
be an opportunity for considering the 
present position of the Christian 
church and the ways in which the 
N. C. C. can be of the largest service 
during the prevent critical days. 


Preliminary con+ideration will also 
be given to the prob em of the recon- 
struction of the Council iteelf. When 
the Council came into existence it 
was realized that the constitution wa« 
of a transitional nature due to the 
actuel condition of the Christian 
churches in China, since they were, 
and etill a e, paesing from a stage of 
in son predominance to that of 
Chinese Christian leadership. It 
felt to be necessary to plan for a 
Council which in ite own constitution 
would reflect the actus! condition of 
transition. Much hes Mappened 
during the five years since the Conne! 
began to operate. If and when 
another National Conference is held, 
a step forward to a more reprerenta- 
tive Christian Courcjl for the Ga 
churchés ougtit W be possible, and it is 
felt by the Executive that the time is 
none too soon to begin to discuss this 
question. 


The article on another page in 
reference to the Jerusalem Meeting 
will show how far-reaching are the 
questions which should be discussed 
by Chinese Christians in preparation 
for that g«the ing and what important 
bearing they have upon the life of the 
Church in China to-day. 


Visits of Board Secretaries 
to China 


At this time in the life of the 
Chinese churches it is gratifying to 
find that a number of the leading 
board gecretaries are realizing the 
importance of coming out to China in 
order to study the situation them- 
selves. In most of the boards in 
England and America the main 
decisions in mission policy are now 
made in China rather than in the 
sending countries. If, however, the 
support of the Christian constituencies 
in these countries is to be maintained 
it is very necessary that there should 
be a real understanding of the actual 
conditions in this country and that 
the boards should be able to give 
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prompt and effective support to any 
forward steps that are felt to be 
necessary, carrying into new move- 
ments at lea-t as much of the 
eympathy and support of the home 
churches as formerly. 


Daring rccent months we have seen 
in China Dr. Robert F. Speer of the 
Northern Presbyterian Board, Dr. 
Endicott of the United Church of 
Canada, Dr. Franklin of the Northern 
Baptist Board, Dr. Diffendorfer 
of the Methodist Episcopal Board, 
and others who have accom- 
panied them in their travels here. 
Mr. F. H. Hawkins of the London 
Missionary Society ie now in China on 
an extended visit and Dr. John Wood 
of the American Episcopal Miesion is 
expected on the 25th of October. 


To these visitors and others whom 
we may not have included in this list, 
both Chinese and missionaries give 
the hearticst welcome, greatly desir- 
ing not only that they may study the 
problems of their particular churches 
but thet ther may aleo take every 
opy ‘tunity of sensing the situation 
Church’in China as whole. 
We believe that the greatest good 
must result from such visite if carried 
ont in an understanding and sympa. 
thetic way. 


Week of Prayer 


The Week of Prayer arranged by 
the World's Evangelical Alliance will 
fall due as always during the first 
week of the foreign New Year. It is 
not too soon to begin to think and 
make preparations for the adequate 
use of this opportunity for uniting 
Christians throughout the world in 
thanksxiving and intercession. For 
years past the Christian churches in 
China have made use of this 
opportunity. The topics have already 
been received from London and have 
a put into Chinese. They will 
before long be sent out to the more 
distant churches and in the case of 
those near at hand they will be sent 
out in due course. Christians every- 
where must recognize the service 
which the World Alliance is thus 
rendering in helping Christians the 
world over to realize their unity in 
Christ as together they bring before 
God the outstanding needs of the 
time. It isto be hoped that the use 


of this week will be more adequate 
this year than ever before. Surely 
there never was a time when Chris- 
tiane in China more keenly felt the 
need for divine guidance and power 
in meeting this new situation. 


Lecture on Child Labor 


The subject of Child Labor has 
been before the Christian Church in 
China ever since the National Con- 
ference in 1922 and efforts have been 
made in various d rections to reduce 
child labor in factories in China. 
There has been much les success than 
might have been hoped. No doubt 
one of the chief reasons is that even 
those who em ploy child labor seldom 
distinctly realize what child labor 
actually means and as far as the 
general public is concerned, there isa 
great deal of ignorance. In order to 
dispel some of this ignorance a lantern 
lecture has been prepare! which gives 
a vivid pi tare of the actual conditions 
in factories and the results of child 
labour as it is being practised in 
China to-day. It ie hoped that this 
lecture will be widely used. 


It can be obtained from the N. C. C., 
Committee on Christianiring Econom- 
ic Relations, 23 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai. Rent free: transport 
ation and insurance charges only. 


Changes in the Office 


The changes in the staff of the 
Council have made a rearrangement 
of its office space desirable. There 
has been a complete change in the 
rooms on the third floor of the 
Missions Building to meet the pew 
needs. 


On August Ist the offices of the 
Anti-Opium Association were removed 
to No. 5 Hongkong Road. Rooms 308 
to 312 inclusive have been converted 
into a large general office in which 
the business and clerical staff have 
been concentrated, including the 
Business Secretary, accountant, writers 
and translators, and the ehipping staff. 
Private offices have been provided in 


rooms 314 to 319 for each of the 


secretaries; 313 is devoted to the 
stenographic staff, 870 to the part- 
time secretaries allocated by missions 
for special work with the N. C. C., 


and 821 is a rest and conference room. 


ap, 


Callers at the N. C. C. offices will 
receive first attention at the general 
office in Room 310 facing the entrance 
ball. It is expected that the new 
arrangements will add to the general 
efliciency of the staff and enable it to 
render a larger service to the churches 


and missions. 
an 


By action of the Board of Managers 
of the Missions Building the northern 
half of the ground floor of the Missions 
Building which has been occupied by 
the Council on Health Education and 
Mecers. Black, Vileon & Co. has been 
converted into a genera! headquarters 
for service to the Christian com- 
munity. The Missionary Post Office 
instituted during April has been 
transferred to the ground floor. The 
front epace of this suite is being devoted 
to the lost Office, a Christian reading 
room equipped with large tables, easy 
chaire and current missionary perio- 
dicals. There is a small conference 
room where one may make appoint- 
ments with friends who do not have 
offices in the Missions Building. 
Eventually one room will be occup: 
by the office of the building. T 
rear half of the space is taken by the 
N. ©. C. Research Library with Mr. 
W. H. Nieh, a graduate of the Boone 
Library School, in charge. The 
Health Education library of the 
Council on Health Education has been 
placed in this collection. It is hoped 
that the new location with ite enlarged 
space and greater accessibility will 
lead to a greatly increased are of these 
library facil ities. 

A public telephone and toilet 
facilities for men and women have 
been installed in this suite. 

All Christian friends are urged to 
investigate and to use these new 
service facilities as opportunity may 
offer. 


Meeting the Situation— 
A Correction 


Since publishing the statement 
Meeting the Situation” in Bulletin 
No. 24, corrections concerning the re- 
port of the Finnish Missionary Society 
have been received from several 


sources. Our information came ori- 


ginally from a visitor to our office and 
was referred back for correction before 


Unfortunately correc- 


publication. 
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tions were not received until two weeks 
after the appearance of the Bulletin. 
We are informed that there are still 
four single ladies, one single man, and 
a family of five remaining in three of 
the four main stations of this mission 
in Hunan. Of the remaining members 
of the usual staff, half are in Shanghai 
and half have returned to Finland, 
leaving approximately 33% of the 
total actually away from China. 
Schools have been closed but evange- 
ist jo work continues av formerly. 


In other denominations there have 
been some changes, actual statistics 
not having been secured for publica- 
tion. In genera’. more 
have been returning o the homeland 
than are com g to the field. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER'S 
BURDENS 


We can surely give thanks to God 
for many tokens that the Church in 
‘hina is meeting present difficulties 

ootrrage and faith. Fresh evi- 

ence of this is seen in the reports 
printed in thie e, Prayer should 
be offered continually for our brothers 
and sisters in plac s of perplexity and 
persecution. Particularly let us pray 
that the Church may perceivé her 
duty to the nation and fulfl it without 
being drawn into political partizanship 


and above all that her spiritual ends 
may ever be kept to the front and 
that she may, through a quickened 
spiritual life, give her message with 
power. 


For the Conference on Christianizing 
Economic Relations we may give 
thanks for keen discussion, for the 
insight given, for moral earnestness 
and for the sense of divine guidance. 
Let us pray thet its message may 
reach throughout the Church and that 
Christians may thereby play a more 
worthy part in shaping this eide of 
the national development. 

The Chinese Home Missionary 8. 
ciety has just held its Seventh Annual 
Meeting, which marks a new move in 
the Society's life. For the firet time 
delegates have paid their own expenss 
in Coming to Shanghai. Five new 
missionaries have been delicated. | he 
Secretary take a journey to 
Yunnan, and a special mi sion of 
spiritual help consisting of Pastor Kao 
and two ladies ie planned. For there 
developments we can give thank to 
God, praying for Hie ric) blessing on 
them. 

A retreat has been planned for 
Christian leaders from September 2. 
27, in Shangha', where «mal! group 
will meet for prayer and carnest 
thought in regard to the fature devel- 
opment of the Church in China. Let 
many prayers be joined with those of 
the memb-rs of the retreat that they 


may have true insight and the wisdo-n 
that is from above. 


The Church of Christ holds its 
National Assembly from October 1-11 
in Shanghai, at St. Mary’s Hall on 
Brenan Road, which Bishop Graves 
has kindly placed at the dieposal of 
the General Assembly. Abont one 
hundred and fifty representative Chi- 
nese Christians from al! parte of China 
will be in attendance. Let us pray 
that this gathering may be marked by 
deep «piritual experience and a fresh 
„nee of the divine comme on and 
that guidance may be given for future 
develop nie, 


From the nh to the 25th of 
September Christians in Fukien will 
gather 1 Fooechow. Nati nal 
(hristian Council ie sending one or 
two representatives. Great things are 
honed for from this united cathering. 
Lat it be remembered in our prayers. 


The Annual Meeting of the National 
Christian Council will be held from 
October (8th to “Oth. The main 
subjects are referred to in another 
unn, Mey there be many prayers 
that the men «ai women there «.-~ 
ther may be fille’ with the Spirit, 
may be eens tive to the deepest needs 
of the time and may come to united 
devisions in aceordance with the will 
of Goi. In all thee gatherings 
may our Lord Jesus (hrt have the 
Preeminer es. 
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